CANTERBURY

the knights were heard following hard behind ; the monks
hastened to bar the door, but Becket forbade them to make the
House of God into a fortress. With unsheathed swords the
knights rushed in shouting,' Where is Thomas Becket, traitor
to the King and Realm ? * Becket, advancing from the steps
(now called The Martyrdom) answered, * Here I am, no traitor
to the King, but a priest. What do you seek of me?' The
knights demanded that he should absolve those whom he had
excommunicated and on his refusal they attempted to drag him
from the Cathedral. As Becket clung to the pillar near the
Altar of the Virgin the knights attacked him with their swords.
After the first blow Becket fell on his knees saying, * For the
name of Jesus and for the protection of the Church, I am pre-
pared to die.' After several more blows one of the knights
placed his foot on Becket's neck saying, c Let us go thence.
This fellow will not rise any more/ So the knights fled through
the streets of the city while the grief-stricken monks laid the
body before the High Altar, lamenting and crying, * St.
Thomas!'

For a year the desecrated church lay desolate with no ser-
vices, then, with the canonisation of Becket began the pil-
grimages to his tomb which were to make Canterbury famous
throughout Christendom* First came Henry II, stripped of
his royal robes at the Chapel of St. Dunstan on the London
road, walking barefoot through the streets to lay his head on
the tomb in the crypt and be scourged by the monks* Then,
in 1220, the body of the saint was translated to the magnificent
shrine in the Trinity Chapel which had been built to give it a
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